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IV. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display device for variably displaying d e signs symbols associated with 
an award ; and 

a front display device disposed in front of the variable display device, wh e r ei n the 
front display device inc l ud e s including: 

a transparent liquid crystal display panel through which said variable display 
device is able to be seen 7 ; and 

a light guiding plate for guiding light emitted from a light source to the entire of 
said transparent liquid crystal display panel, the light guiding plate disposed between 
the transparent liguid crystal display panel and the variable display device, the light 
guiding plate provided with an opening in an area at which the symbols on the variable 
display device are displayed through the transparent liguid crystal display panel -an4-a 
d i ffus i on sh ee t for diffusing th e light guid e d by th e l ight guid i ng pl a t e to e qua l iz e th e li ght 
wh i ch i l l uminat e s said liquid crysta l display pan el , and i n sa i d l ight gu i ding pl a t e and 
d i ffus i on sheet, transparent areas for e nsur i ng th e visib il ity of th e var i abl e d i splay of said 
var i ab le display d e v i c e ar e form e d, wh e r ei n 

th e transpar e nt l iqu i d crysta l d i sp l ay pan e l, th e diffusion sh ee t and th e l ight 
guiding plate ar e arrang e d i n a fac i al l y oppos e d s e qu e ntial mann e r such that th e 
diffus i on sh ee t is dispos e d b e tw ee n th e transp a r e nt li quid cryst al d i sp la y pan el and th e 
li ght gu i d i ng p l at e and th e l ight gu i d i ng p l at e i s dispos e d b e tw ee n th e d i ffus i on sh ee t 
and th e var i ab le disp l ay d e v i c e. 

2. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine according to claim 1 , 
wherein: 

said variable display device is one or more rotatable reels e ach hav i ng a r e e l 
band th e r e on, on which said d e s i gns symbols are drawn. 

3. -10. (Canceled) 
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1 1 . (New) The gaming machine according to claim 1 , wherein: 

the variable display device is made up of a rotatable reel on which the symbols 
are drawn; and 

the reel of the variable display device is disposed internally of the gaming 
machine so that part of an outer periphery of the reel, the part positioned at the forefront 
is exposed from the opening of the light guiding plate. 

12. (New) The gaming machine according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
a diffusion sheet disposed between the transparent liquid crystal display panel 

and the light guiding plate, the diffusion sheet for diffusing the light toward the 
transparent liquid crystal display panel, the light having been guided by the light guiding 
plate, the diffusion sheet provided with an opening corresponding to the opening of the 
light guiding plate so that the symbols on the variable display device are displayed on 
the transparent liquid crystal display panel through the opening of the light guiding plate. 

1 3. (New) The gaming machine according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
a reflection plate disposed between the light guiding plate and the variable 

display device, the reflection plate for reflecting the light on the transparent liquid crystal 
display panel, the light having been emitted from the light source to the light guiding 
plate, the reflection plate provided with an opening corresponding to the opening of the 
light guiding plate so that the symbols on the variable display device are displayed on 
the transparent liquid crystal display panel through the opening of the light guiding plate. 

14. (New) The gaming machine according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
a diffusion sheet disposed between the transparent liquid crystal display panel 

and the light guiding plate, the diffusion sheet for diffusing the light toward the 
transparent liquid crystal display panel, the light having been guided by the light guiding 
plate; and 

a reflection plate disposed between the light guiding plate and the variable 
display device, the reflection plate for reflecting the light on the transparent liquid crystal 
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display panel, the light having been emitted from the light source to the light guiding 
plate, wherein: 

a respective one of the diffusion sheet and the reflection plate is provided with 
an opening corresponding to the opening of the light guiding plate so that the symbols 
on the variable display device are displayed on the transparent liquid crystal display 
panel through the opening of the light guiding plate. 

15. (New) A gaming machine comprising: 
a reel on which symbols are drawn; 

a liquid crystal panel disposed in front of the reel, the liquid crystal panel through 
which the symbols drawn on the reel are able to be seen; and 

a light guiding plate disposed between the reel and the liquid crystal panel, the 
light guiding plate making up a backlight of the liquid crystal panel, the light guiding 
plate for guiding light emitted from a light source to the liquid crystal panel, the light 
guiding plate provided with an opening serving as a display window corresponding to 
the reel, the opening formed in a transparent area for ensuring visibility of the symbols 
on the reel, the opening through which the reel is able to be displayed so that the 
symbols drawn on the reel are transparently displayed on the liquid crystal panel. 

16. (New) The gaming machine according to claim 15, wherein: 

the reel is disposed internally of the gaming machine so that part of an outer 
periphery of the reel, the part positioned at the forefront is exposed from the opening of 
the light guiding plate. 

17. (New) The gaming machine according to claim 15, further comprising: 
a diffusion sheet disposed between the liquid crystal panel and the light guiding 

plate, the diffusion sheet for diffusing the light toward the liquid crystal panel, the light 
having been guided by the light guiding plate, the diffusion sheet provided with an 
opening corresponding to the opening of the light guiding plate so that the symbols on 
the variable display device are displayed on the liquid crystal panel through the opening 
of the light guiding plate. 
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18. (New) The gaming machine according to claim 15, further comprising: 
a reflection plate disposed between the light guiding plate and the reel, the 

reflection plate for reflecting the light on the liquid crystal panel, the light having been 
emitted from the light source to the light guiding plate, the reflection plate provided with 
an opening corresponding to the opening of the light guiding plate so that the symbols 
on the reel are displayed on the liquid crystal panel through the opening of the light 
guiding plate. 

19. (New) The gaming machine according to claim 15, wherein: 

a diffusion sheet disposed between the liquid crystal panel and the light guiding 
plate, the diffusion sheet for diffusing the light toward the liquid crystal panel, the light 
having been guided by the light guiding plate; and 

a reflection plate disposed between the light guiding plate and the reel, the 
reflection plate for reflecting the light on the liquid crystal panel, the light having been 
emitted from the light source to the light guiding plate, wherein: 

a respective one of the diffusion sheet and the reflection plate is provided with an 
opening corresponding to the opening of the light guiding plate so that the symbols on 
the reel are displayed on the liquid crystal panel through the opening of the light guiding 
plate. 
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